
July 16, 2022 
 
Peter Schlossman, President, and  
The Horner Park Advisory Council 
2741 W. Montrose, Chicago, IL 60618 

 
Dear Peter and HPAC, 
 
I would like to thank you and the entire Horner Park Advisory Council for the honor of renaming 
the Summer Concert Series to the "John O]Connell Concert Series."  This was an 
unexpected designation, one that has made me both humble and proud. 
 
Humble, because I never intended for this project to become one where I was to be the 
focus.  At first, my intention was to provide the community with the opportunity for neighbors to 
congregate in our parks, sharing camaraderie and a common love for music, employing worthy 
musicians while inspiring impressionable children.   
, 
Proud, because it wasn't until later that I realized that the Concert Series could be a vehicle to 
promote the interests of, and citizen involvement in the Council.  It is because of the unselfish 
activities and accomplishments of this vibrant Council, many of whom I count among my closest 
friends, that I also take pride in being a factor in its success. 
 
As you handed me the plaque acknowledging this name change at the concert in Horner Park 
last week, I was too stunned and unprepared to pay gratitude to anyone other than our 
sponsors, subscribers and audience in attendance for making this Series possible for more than 
25 years.  Yet I was remiss that night, and would like to thank those who supported my efforts 
for a quarter century. 
 
First and foremost, thanks to my wonderful wife Susan, whose love and unending support 
allowed me to spend so much time pursuing this endeavor. She enabled me.  
 
Thanks as well to my children, Arien Garber and Johnny O'Connell, who are my reason for 
being, and who, through an accident of fate, together brought me to founding the Horner Park 
Advisory Council. From adversity came great opportunity. 
  
Thanks to the Concert Committee and all of its members over the years, and most particularly 
Chris Moran, without whose tireless efforts devoted to production and sponsorship I could not 
have accomplished this.  Thanks also to those who helped produce the program book with me 
over the years, including Susan Urban (multi-tasking as our first producer in our salad days), 
Susan Baushke, Lisa Spiegelman, and Gina Hutchings, RIP.   
 
And thanks especially to Jay Lyon, for assuming the mantle of leadership of the Concert 
Committee, to maintain and grow this marvelous tradition.  May he be as blessed as I was. 
 
And of course, thank you to the Horner Park Advisory Council for this honor, and for blessing 
my life with a positive purpose. Thanks as well for all that has been accomplished in its name for 
our community, contributing to the vibrancy of our urban life. May you continue to inspire, 
improve and guide our precious parks for many more generations to come.   
 
John O'Connell 


